
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ATA Meetings 
 

We have been preparing for the Bureau and institutes meetings to be 
held in Washington, DC next month. As well, planning for the Council 

meeting has gone underway. With a full agenda, the Council meeting 

program will take place on May 10th at NATO Headquarters in 
Brussels and will end with a tour at SHAPE on May 11th.  

 
CMS 2010 

 
This year‘s Crisis Management Simulation will take place in 

Otzenhausen, Germany from July 20-25. YATA members and other 

students from around the world may be able to participate in this 
exciting opportunity. However, spaces are limited. Check with the 

Secretariat.  
 

56th GA Tirana 

 
Tirana, Albania has been selected as the location for this year‘s 56th 

General Assembly. The ATA Secretary-General and the ATA Director 
have had their first working meeting in Tirana with the Albanian ATA 

on possible themes, elements, venues, accomodations, etc. for the 

GA. 
 

Lisbon Summit 
 

Plans regarding the Lisbon Summit in Portugal have also begun. The 
ATA, along with the Portuguese Association and ACUS, have already 

started discussions in the organization of this summit.  
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ATA Secretary-General 

Looking forward to a new year 

ahead 
 

2009 was a great year with the success 
of many events, as well as the 55th 

General Assembly in Kiev. Now that 

Spring is on its way, we can once again 
look forward to all the seminars, 

conferences and programs that the ATA 
and all of our member associations have 

been busy planning.  

mailto:info@ata-sec.org


 

Membership fee 2010 

 
Just a reminder that many associations have still not yet paid the 2010 

membership fee. We would like to settle the bill as soon as possible and 
kindly ask those who are still lagging behind to pay their annual 

contribution. 

 
We are pleased to have Dr. Stefanie Babst, NATO Deputy Assistant 

Secretary General for Public Diplomacy,  contribute to this edition of the 
ATA Newsletter. Her article on ―NATO‘s Women‖ can be found on Page 3. 

 
 

Many of our ATA members the last 12 months have been active in discuss-

ing and putting forward analysis  and recommendations in books, seminars, 
workshops  as part of an ATA public response to the calls of the NATO sec-

retary General on the new strategic concept. Please check with the home-
pages of ATA members to find such contributions. This discussion on the 

new NATO strategy goes on with a number of our ATA members. The con-

stant changing of the security political agenda at the start of the 21st cen-
tury forms the global setting for the discussion of the new strategic con-

cept. 
 

At least three fundamental challenges present themselves in the public ATA 
discussions: 1) Go global or stay regional? 2) How to prioritize the chal-

lenges by establishing a hierarchy of themes/areas and 3) How to effec-

tively make decisions in NATO? How to combine consensus and the ability 
to come up with quick effective  reactions? The three mentioned challenges 

are linked together  not least to the overall development of NATO  as a po-
litical actor in international security. The strategic concept - in order to be-

come operational and effective - must have the  backing from both global-

ists and regionalists , it must find a stable direction in a changing world and 
it must secure that NATO is able to act as well as react to change and sud-

den threats  and  danger. Finally, the strategic concept should  create  a 
story worth telling, that is easy to understand and is acceptable for the 

public—be it inside or outside NATO member countries.   

 
This is a complex agenda, for which we, the ATA members, are already 

making a difference with our contributions, representing the interested pub-
lic.  

                        - Troels Frøling  
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The ATA thanks all contributing Associations for 

their articles, essays, and pictures. We hope that 

you will enjoy this edition of the Newsletter. 



In short, women are adding significantly to 

NATO‘s workforce, both inside Headquarters 
and in the field.  

 
NATO‘s gender and diversity policy, that the 

Allies adopted in 2002, has certainly helped 

women to break the ceiling in a field tradition-
ally dominated by men. In the past years the 

number of women applying for NATO jobs has 
steadily grown. Meanwhile a NATO Office on 

Gender Perspective works on the implementa-
tion of a specific Action Plan and a NATO Mili-

tary Committee on Gender Perspectives facili-

tates the exchange of gender-related policies 
among NATO and Partner nations.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
More importantly, NATO has begun to make a 

serious effort to contribute to the implementa-
tion of the United Nations Security Council 

Resolution (UNSCR) 1325 on Women, Peace 

and Security.  Adopted on 31 October 2000, 
Resolution 1325 proposes an ambitious, wide-

ranging set of actions. It calls upon states and 
international organisations to actively protect 

women and children from violence in armed 

conflicts, prosecute sexual war crimes, main-
stream a gender perspective into peacekeeping 

operations, improve specialised training and 
support local women‘s peace initiatives. In ad-

dition, the resolution urges Member States to 

ensure increased participation of women in all 
efforts for the maintenance and promotion of 

peace and security, expand the role of women 
at all decision-making levels in national, re-

gional and international institutions and pro-
pose more women candidates to become UN 

special representatives and envoys.  
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NATO’S WOMEN 
Reflections on the International Women‘s Day on 8 March 

N A T O  a n d 

women – words 
that do not nec-

essarily make a 
natural connec-

tion in peoples‘ 

minds. It is ei-
ther men in uni-

form or in dark suits, the diplomats‘ preferred 
outfit, that populate NATO‘s corridors and com-

mittee rooms and, more importantly, take deci-
sions. Still, you must look hard to find women 

at NATO‘s senior political level: the French Am-

bassador is an exception: being the only 
woman at the table of the North-Atlantic Coun-

cil,  Mme Andreani can be rather easily spot-
ted. The vast majority of senior posts in 

NATO‘s International Staff, however, are still 

held by men. Only two of the 19 civilian top 
posts are currently occupied by women. Up to 

now, the Alliance has never appointed a senior 
female envoy or special representative, nor a 

woman Secretary General or Deputy Secretary 
General. Given the number of Allies which have 

women Foreign and Defence Ministers, the 

latter is somewhat surprising. The govern-
ments of Croatia and Iceland and are even run 

by woman Prime Ministers and Germany has its 
female Chancellor. 

 

Yet a closer look tells a different, more encour-
aging story. During the past years more and 

more women have found their professional 
way into NATO. Although still a minority, they 

are doing excellent jobs across NATO‘s political 

and military agenda. They deal with defence 
policies and procurement issues, they act as 

political advisors to NATO‘s Senior Representa-
tive in Kabul and run the Science for Peace and 

Security Programme. They prepare NATO‘s 
committee meetings, the Secretary General‘s 

checklists and analyses on NATO‘s operations. 

Written by Dr. Stefanie Babst 

―NATO‘s gender and diversity policy… has 
certainly helped women to break the ceiling 
in a field traditionally dominated by men.‖ 



It is extremely encouraging that the NATO Sec-

retary General, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, has 
decided to commit himself to this issue. Ad-

dressing an international gathering of 400 
mostly female security professionals in Brussels 

at the end of January, he acknowledged the 

important role women can and should play in 
conflict prevention, peace negotiations, peace-

keeping operations and on the international 
and national decision-making level. His mes-

sage was echoed by Margot Wallström, the 
newly appointed UN Special Representative 

tasked with combating sexual violence against 

women and children in conflicts, former U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and 

Maria Teresa Fernandez la la Vega, Spain‘s 
First Vice-President, in stressing that imple-

menting Resolution 1325 is a matter of neces-

sity rather than choice.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
So far the NATO Allies have started to tackle 

Resolution 1325 primarily from the military 

end: they approved concrete guidelines for the 
integration of gender issues into all NATO plan-

ning and operations, including a Code of Be-
haviour for military personnel. They created 

dedicated posts for gender advisors to support 

ISAF commanders in Afghanistan and are dis-
cussing how to enhance training and co-

operation on gender issues in concert with the 
European Union, UN and other international 

organisations. In addition, many of the Allies 
pursue national Action Plans to strengthen the 

implementation of Resolution 1325.  Finally, 

NATO‘s policy on combating human trafficking 
also helps to protect women, through the defi-

nition of guidelines of behaviour and training 
for civilian and military personnel deployed in 

NATO operations. 

 
This is all good news but now that the Secre-

tary General has added his personal weight, a 
more ambitious course of action may be within 

reach. In Afghanistan and other operational 
areas NATO could engage local women groups 

more systematically and support their compe-

tencies building. Connecting NATO more 
closely with global women's‘ networks would 
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―...it would be an important signal if the Or-
ganization reinforced its efforts to train and 
mentor NATO‘s women more systematically 

with the aim to have more senior female role 
models in the future.‖ 

also be very useful. There are plenty of good 

initiatives and programmes aimed at empower-
ing women‘s participation in peace and security 

issues. Partnering, for example, with the Club 
of Madrid, the Hunt Foundation or the Global 

Women‘s Group would certainly be beneficial 

for the Alliance‘s contribution to the Compre-
hensive Approach. Fostering efforts to raise 

more interest in transatlantic security issues 
among the generation of young women, both 

in Member and Partner countries, is already 
one of NATO‘s top communication priorities for 

the future. Just a couple of weeks ago, the 

Public Diplomacy Division invited a group of 
young female defence specialists to Brussels 

and there are more outreach programme for 
women in the pipeline. 

 

Just like their counterparts in the EU, NATO‘s 
female Defence and Foreign Ministers may also 

want to meet occasionally and discuss how 
their political influence could help to boost the 

implementation of Resolution 1325. So could, 
by the way, the female Ambassadors from Al-

lied and Partner countries in Brussels. Last but 

not least it would also be an important signal if 
the Organisation reinforced its efforts to train 

and mentor NATO‘s women more systemati-
cally with the aim to have more senior female 

role models in the near future. 

 
As we approach the 10th anniversary of the 

Resolution 1325 later this year there will be 
many opportunities for governments, interna-

tional organisations, NGOs and others to reflect 

upon what more could be done to implement 
this groundbreaking resolution across the 

board. Thanks to NATO Secretary General Ras-
mussen, NATO‘s contribution to 1325 will re-

main on top of the Allies‘ agenda. This is great 
news for all, including NATO‘s women. NATO‘s 

women.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Dr. Stefanie Babst is the NATO Deputy Assis-
tant Secretary General for Public Diplomacy. 
She is one of NATO‘s most senior women in 
the International Secretariat. The views ex-
pressed in this article are solely her personal 
ones and do not represent an official NATO 
position. 



―Exporting Security — Implementing Stability‖ 
Conference   

In light of the strategic determination of the Repub-

lic of Macedonia for NATO membership and the ef-
forts made in approaching the Alliance, the Euro-

Atlantic Council of Macedonia (EACM) held a one-
day conference entitled “Exporting Security – 

Implementing Stability‖ on 22 January 2010, at 
Stonebridge Hotel in Skopje. The event aimed to 

underline the role of the Republic of Macedonia in 
the participation in international operations for 

peacekeeping and implementing stability in global 

frames as a product of the Macedonian prepared-
ness for membership in the Alliance with completed 

reform processes and NATO membership criteria. 
Moreover, the conference gave contribution to the 

global debate for the New NATO Strategic Concept; 
 which holds the NATO operations as a key question which will define the new rolls and missions of NATO. 

  
The conference was opened by H.E. Gorge Ivanov, President of the Republic of Macedonia and the 

other speakers were Lt. Gen. Miroslav Stojanovski, Chief of the General Staff of the Macedonian 
Army, the Ambassador of Turkey to Macedonia H.E. Arslan Hakan Okcal, Lawrence Butler, Political 

Advisor to the SACEUR and former US Ambassador to Macedonia, Lazar Elenovski, President of the 
Euro-Atlantic Council of Macedonia and former Minister of Defense of Macedonia, Army representatives 

and professors.  
 

Participants to the conference were senior domestic officials, diplomatic representatives in the country, 

representatives of the Army of the Republic of Macedonia, NATO representatives, NGOs, experts and me-
dia. 

 
The conference was supported by NATO Public Diplomacy Division and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

the Republic of Turkey. 
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Email: info@atamacedonia.org.mk 
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E-mail: office@atlantic-club.org  
Website: www.atlantic-club.org  

NATO’s OUTREACH & COMMUNICATION STRATEGY (2010—2030) 
By Dr. Solomon Passy  
A Sketch for Brainstorming NATO’s New Strategic Concept 
 
 
Dr. Solomon Passy, the founding president of the Atlantic Club of Bulgaria and former 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria, presented his proposals on NATO‘s Outreach 
and Communication Strategy at the Prague PSSI Conference on NATO‘s Strategic 
Concept in January 2010.  
 
As he puts it, in the beginning of 2010, 10 years into the 21st century and more than 
20 years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, we should be ready to think, plan and fore-
cast for some 20 good years ahead. In this process, we need to stress on one par-
ticular – but very crucial – aspect which we plead the new Strategic Concept of NATO 
to deeply elaborate upon. This should be NATO‘s Outreach and Public Opinion Strat-
egy (2010-2030), which needs to be adopted at a Summit level.  
 
Dr. Passy‘s Outreach Strategy addresses the relations between the West and the Rest 
of the World, i.e. the long-term release of the Euro-Atlantic values to other parts of 
the world, starting with our immediate neighborhood.  The special added value of his 
Strategy would be the upgrading of NATO‘s image and popularity worldwide. 
 
Thus, the ultimate goal of  his Strategy will be an optimal cohesion with our 
neighbors, materialized through as many as possible of the existing instruments of 
NATO, OSCE, EU, the Council of Europe:  dialogues, partnerships and membership 
(PfP included), Special Agreements.  
 
He explains the need to adopt this Strategy by stressing out that the strongest Ally 
that NATO – as any other democratic body – may have is the public opinion and 
therefore this is one of the best possible investment NATO could make. Among oth-
ers, he proposes that NATO should encourage the activities of NGO‘s, in order to 
reach the widest international circles. In terms of international relations, Dr. Passy 
suggests to institutionalize the NATO-EU Synergy by using the Lisbon Treaty as a 
means of strengthening and multiplying NATO‘s potential. Furthermore, he requires 
the MAP to be offered to countries, such as Serbia, Belarus or Russia, and calls for 
wider involvement of Latin America and Far East counties within the transatlantic link. 
 
The full version of the Dr. Passy‘s proposals can be found at the ATA website.  

http://www.atlantic-club.org
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A New Strategic Concept for NATO 
Planning for the future of a relevant and effective security Alliance 

The Atlantic Council of Canada held its 2009 

Fall Conference in Ottawa on November 24, 
2009. The conference was very well attended.  

It was especially good to see a large number 
of very attentive high school and university 

students there.   

  
The Honorable Bill Graham, Chairman of 

the ACC, started off the conference with a wel-
come address and introduction. He discussed 

the continued importance of NATO and sug-
gested that the new Strategic Concept should 

pay particular attention to regional issues, and 

how to deal with detainees.  He suggested 
that at the outset of the mission, NATO could 

probably have worked out a system whereby a 
NATO country not involved in combat, could 

have taken the lead on ―working with the Af-

ghan authorities in a way that would have 
been satisfactory to them and ensured that 

international standards were respected.‖  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
He was followed by H.E. Excellency Jawed 

Ludin, Ambassador of Afghanistan to Canada. 

He spoke about the important role that NATO 
has played and continues to play in Afghani-

stan, and expressed his thanks to Canada for 
its effort, identifying the Canadian-led Opera-

tion Medusa as one of the most critical battles 
in the war.  He recommended that as it goes 

forward, NATO should focus more on a set of 

principles, values, or interests, rather than ge-
ography to identify itself, and that it should not 

stop at global security, but global good gov-
ernance as its ultimate goal. 

 

The first of the three Panels was moderated by 

Dr. Brooke Smith-Windsor, Senior Cana-
dian Representative at the NATO Defence Col-

lege in Rome.  He started out by saying that 
while Afghanistan may not determine the exis-

tence of the Alliance, it will have a significant 

impact on determining its future. He identified 
four functions for NATO: to protect, to deter, 

to intervene and to prevent.  He also pointed 
out that this is the first Strategic Concept to be 

developed in an era of flag draped caskets, 
highlighting that the NATO members are allied 

in doing something, not just being an Alliance.  

 
Jodi Adams, Ph.D. Candidate, University of 

Toronto, started her presentation by saying 
that from the beginning NATO has known that 

its defence doctrines needed to be accompa-

nied by diplomacy, but that NATO has, in fact, 
neglected diplomacy in its overall strategic 

concept, and needs to develop a new strategic 
concept which puts defence and diplomacy 

into an equitable partnership. She also recom-
mended that the currently much discussed 

third ―D‖, development, should not be seen as 

NATO‘s responsibility.  NATO should provide 
the security that will allow the UN, the Euro-

pean Union, the World Bank and other organi-
zations to do the work of development, institu-

tion building and reconstruction. She gave a 

comprehensive overview of the issues that 
need to be addressed in the New Strategic 

Concept. 
 

Stéfanie von Hlatky, SDF Postdoctoral Fel-

low, McGill University, focused her presenta-
tion on one of the issues identified by Jodi, 

and elaborated on the need for the New Stra-
tegic concept to deal with nuclear issues. She 

pointed out that NATO‘s current nuclear doc-
trine has barely changed since the end of the 

Cold War.  She identified tackling the nuclear 

issue as one of NATO‘s core challenges, and 
suggests that with the new Obama administra-

tion there  is now an opportunity to re-launch 
discussions among NATO allies to bring its 

 

Website: www.atlantic-council.ca, Email: info@atlantic-council.ca 
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nuclear doctrine in line with broader disarma-

ment and non-proliferation commitments. 
 

Shelley Whiting, director, Defence & Secu-
rity Relations Division, DFAIT, moderated the 

second panel which addressed ―Partnerships 

with other International Organizations, and 
NATO expansion.‖  In her opening remarks, Ms 

Whiting highlighted the importance to Canada 
of the transatlantic partnership.  NATO pro-

vides Canada with an official seat at the table 
in transatlantic discussions. 

 

 
 

 
 

H.E. Ginte Damusis, Ambassador of Lithua-

nia to Canada, emphasized that the current 
global security environment is very different 

from the Cold War environment.  She pointed 
out that while NATO has already transformed 

itself into a much more outward looking alli-
ance engaged in civil military operations, it 

needs to do more in the face of significant 

challenges from outside and within the organi-
zation.  She stated that Lithuania believes that 

the view of what can trigger NATO‘s Article 5 
collective defence commitment needs to 

change, as energy security, cyber attacks, ter-

rorism, WMD proliferation, and the conse-
quences of failed or weak states all have the 

potential to be Article 5 issues.  Ambassador 
Damusis sees the development of closer coop-

eration between NATO and the EU as critical to 

the ability of NATO to respond more effectively 
to these challenges.  Her identification of the 

differences between the two organizations and 
how they can complement each other was par-

ticularly informative.  
 

Dr. Niels Lachman, GERSI-REGIS, University 

of Montreal, focused his paper on the coopera-
tion between NATO and the European Security 

and Defence Policy (ESDP) of the European 
Union. He identified a number of asymmetries 

between NATO and the ESDP which makes it 

difficult to establish an equal and effective 
partnership between the two. He suggested 

that the development of a stronger ―European 
pillar‖ may make Canada the ―odd one out‖ in 

the North Atlantic security cooperation. Never-
theless, he believes that a close look at the 

NATO-ESDP relationship is a relevant aspect of 

the debate about a new strategic concept. 
 

 

In her keynote address, H.E. Marie Gervais-

Vidricaire, Canada‘s Representative on the 
NATO Secretary-General‘s Strategic Concept 

Panel of Experts, emphasized that the develop-
ment of the New Strategic Concept is to be a 

very transparent and inclusive process. She 

described the composition and purpose of the 
Panel, which is an independent group, chaired 

by former US Secretary of State, Madeleine 
Albright, with Jeroen van der Veer, a former 

CEO of Shell as Vice-Chair. She described how 
the group will consult with NATO Member 

countries, but will also engage with NATO 

Partner countries and with Russia.  Her per-
sonal view is that the new strategic concept 

will have a more comprehensive security ap-
proach that takes into account the new global 

environment. This will be a challenging task, 

given the high degree of unpredictability of 
new threats. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
H.E. Batu Kutelia, Ambassador of Georgia to 

Canada, spoke about the future of NATO from 

the perspective on an aspiring member state.  
He reviewed some aspects of the current secu-

rity environment, and identified several ele-
ments that will be critical to the New Strategic 

Concept: NATO Member states‘ commitment to 
―uphold, protect and promote democratic val-

ues‖; reaffirming a commitment to Article 5; 

providing for necessary tools to tackle the new 
security challenges; strengthening the NATO-

EU partnership; NATO enlargement; and part-
nership with other international actors and 

states (particularly Russia). 

 
Introducing the third panel on ―Article 5 and 

‗Out of Area‘ Operations‖, Dr. Michael Mar-
golian, Director General, Policy Planning, 

DND, identified the benefits of Canada‘s mem-
bership in NATO and interests in the Alliance.  

He provided an insightful analysis of the para- 

digm shift post-9/11 that has transformed the 
way Article 5 should be implemented today, 

 

―...while Afghanistan may not determine the 
existence of the Alliance, it will have a signifi-
cant impact on determining its future.‖ 



and must be reflected in the way NATO does 

business.  Dr. Margolian pointed out the in-
separability of political cohesion and military 

efficacy, and outlined the difficulties in attain-
ing consensus from member states each with 

their own security interests and priorities. 

 
In his presentation, ―Wars of Volition and Wars 

of Need: NATO‘s Force Posture and the Com-
mitment to Battle,‖ Eric Jardine, Ph.D. Candi-

date, Norman Patterson School of Interna-
tional Affairs, Carleton University, referenced 

the uneven burden sharing that is a consider-

able challenge to the cohesion of NATO. He 
proposes that the military component of a new 

Strategic Concept must be grounded in the 
recognition that NATO‘s new security environ-

ment means that force deployment by itself 

not longer results in security, but that NATO 
forces must also be functional when employed.  

This requires a decentralization of command 
and control into the operational theatre, which 

must, at the same time recognize the consen-
sus driven nature of the Alliance.  He illus-

trated his points with detailed case studies 

comparing NATO‘s role in Kosovo and the ISAF 
mission in Afghanistan.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
General Walter Natynczyk, Chief of the 

Defence Staff, CF, presented the closing key-

note address. He emphasized how important it 
is to develop the right vision for the world‘s 

most important alliance. He described the se-
curity environment we live in as complex, dan-

gerous, and unpredictable, and very different 
from that in 1999 when the last Strategic Con-

cept was announced.  In addition, NATO has 

acquired new members and partners, and has 
deepened or developed new relationships with  
 

organizations and countries around the globe.  

General Natynzcyk stated that the Washington 
Treaty is still sound.  NATO has learned a lot 

from operations in the past two decades that 
will help it to formulate a new Strategic Con-

cept that should be comprehensive in its ap-

proach while at the same time establishing the 
role of each contributor: the military, the po-

lice, aid and development works, international 
organization, etc., and maximize existing and 

new partnerships. NATO must be prepared for 
ongoing transformation to respond to changing 

needs, which includes looking at defence plan-

ning and simplifying the command structure. 
He closed by saying that Canada has a major 

stake in the review of the Strategic Concept 
and intends to make a lasting and meaningful 

contribution to the process. 

 
 

 
 

In his summation, Col. (ret’d) Brian Mac-
Donald, Past President of the Atlantic Council 

of Canada, identified a number of issues that 

were not raised at the conference which need 
to be considered in the new Strategic Concept.  

He noted that a geopolitical centre of gravity 
shift is taking place from the Atlantic to the 

Pacific which needs to be taken into considera-

tion.  He also referenced the need to look at 
the role of political or militant Islam; the rise of 

non-military threats such as the cutting off of 
energy supplies; the need for further integra-

tion of defence, diplomacy and development 

activities in Afghanistan; and finally the dispar-
ity between European and American expedi-

tionary force capability. The development of a 
new Strategic concept for NATO is important 

to Canada, because NATO has been and will 
continue to be a cornerstone of successful Ca-

nadian security policy. 

 
Insightful questions from the audience added 

to a lively and informative discussion. CPAC 
recorded the conference for broadcast and the 

video can be accessed on their website:  

ht tp :/ /www.cpac . ca/ forms/ index.a sp?
s=atlantic+council+of+canada&dsp=template

&act=view3&pagetype=vod&lang=e. The pro-
ceedings will also be on the ACC website. 
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―NATO must be prepared for ongoing transfor-
mation to respond to changing needs…‖ 

Please note: The article in the previous ATA 

newsletter about the 2009 GA  in Kiev was based on 
Julie Lindhout, President of the Atlantic Council of 
Canada‘s General Report for the GA. We apologize 
for this oversight. 

http://www.cpac.ca/forms/index.asp?s=atlantic+council+of+canada&dsp=template&act=view3&pagetype=vod&lang=e
http://www.cpac.ca/forms/index.asp?s=atlantic+council+of+canada&dsp=template&act=view3&pagetype=vod&lang=e
http://www.cpac.ca/forms/index.asp?s=atlantic+council+of+canada&dsp=template&act=view3&pagetype=vod&lang=e
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Leadership change at the Hungarian Atlantic Council  
defines new direction and stresses increased harmony 

between nation building and Atlantic principles 

The Hungarian Atlantic Council - 

www.mat.hu - was established in 1992 as a 
non-profit, non-governmental organization 

and subsequently, reorganized in 1999, as a 
―public benefit association‖ under Hungarian 

law. Its incipient mission was to aid Hun-

gary‘s accession to the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) as well as 

to promote wider acceptance of Euro-
Atlantic principles and values in Hungarian 

society. In 1997, the Hungarian public voted 
on a referendum for NATO membership, in 

which pro membership votes accounted for 

85% of the total. To date, this is the highest 
majority obtained by any newly democra-

tized country voting on membership to 
NATO. Since 1999, Hungary has been a reli-

able member of NATO. 

 
The Council‘s current activities include the 

discussion of practical issues surrounding 
Hungary‘s adoption of Euro-Atlantic princi-

ples and the dissemination of all credible 

information associated with this agenda. 
The Hungarian Atlantic Council’s pri-

mary goal remains to foster Atlantic coop-
eration with other countries, with particular 

attention to Hungary‘s treasured history and 

cultural traditions, however, this time, under 
a new Presidency, with greater respect de-

voted to the local national environment. The 
Council will shift its attention to the coop-

eration of European and North American 

democratic nations; to serve as a central 

think tank for all organizations committed to 
this line of thinking; to represent Hungary 

at international forums with a commitment 
to Euro-Atlantic principles; and to share in-

formation with other nations regarding Hun-

gary‘s role in Europe and in the community 
of democratic nations. 

  
 The Hungarian Atlantic Council has also 

shifted its attention to a broader definition 
of ―security‖ that emphasises the impor-

tance of nuclear safety, resource manage-

ment (including energy security), and secu-
rity aspects of climate change, terrorism, 

human rights, and civil defence. 
  

In order to secure the implementation of 

these goals, the Hungarian Atlantic 
Council has set forth the following practical 

goals: organizing regional lectures, 
conventions, meetings, and conferences; 

promoting research and the publishing of 
Hungarian intellectual ideas related to Euro-

Atlantic thinking; educating the community 

of Euro-Atlantic nations with respect to 
Hungary’s legitimate national goals, and 

building regional networks to promote the 
above agenda. 

The Hungarian Atlantic Council supports 

NATO’s New Strategic Concept, it will 
organize several conferences during the 

course of the year, it sponsors Summer 
Youth Camps, and hosts a very important 

upcoming Visegrad Four event in 

Budapest. Finally, it will complete a Road 
Show during the Fall. 

 
The new Presidency was sworn in during 

the Fall of 2009 to include Prof. E. 

The Hungarian Atlantic Council deems it nec-
essary to align Atlantic principles with nation-
building goals. It believes that the merging of 
these two concepts is pivotal to consensus 
building within Hungarian society!  

http://www.mat.hu/
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Sylvester Vizi as President, and 8 new 

Vice Presidents: Mr. György Csóti, Ms. 
Anna Felkai, Ms. Ilona Hardy, Mr. 

Gyula Hautzinger, Ms. Réka 
Szemerkényi, Ms. Ágnes Szent-Iványi, 

Mr. István Szent-Iványi, and a U.S.-

Hungarian dual citizen Mr. Adam 
Topolansky. 

 
 

This submission was prepared by  
Mr. Adam Topolansky 

 
 

Website: www.mat.hu 

Email: mat@mat.hu 

Prof. E. Sylvester Vizi, the newly sworn in 
President of HAC, displays a newly released book 
about late PM Jozsef Antall, the first PM after the 
collapse of the Communist regime in Hungary. On 
his left: Mr. Geza Jeszenszky, former Minister of 
Foreign Affairs.  

On November 23rd, the Italian Atlantic Com-

mittee organized its annual Atlantic Forum 
that took place at the International Confer-

ence Hall of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
Rome. 

 

The Atlantic Forum focused on ―The new 
NATO Strategic Concept and the Future of 

Transatlantic relations.‖ The highest Italian 
Government and Institution representatives 

and NATO political and military authorities 
took part in the Forum together with over 

300 national and foreign participants.  

 
The Conference aimed at offering an oppor-

tunity for a scientific discussion on the new 
NATO Strategic Concept between the Alli-

ance‘s decision makers and experts. The Fo-
rum was covered by major national and in-
ternational media. 

The ATA President, Hon. Karl Lamers, took 

part in the Opening Ceremony of the Forum 
together with the Italian President of the 

Chamber of Deputies, Hon. Gianfranco Fini, 
the Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. 

Franco Frattini, and the President of the Ital-

ian Atlantic Committee, Hon. Enrico La Log-
gia. 

 
During the 1 day program, a Discussion Pa-

per on the new Strategic Concept prepared 
by the High Level Working Group (HLWG) of 

the Italian Atlantic Committee has been pre-

sented and discussed/ The Paper is the out-
come of a scientific study conducted by the 

HLWG during 2008-2009. The HLWG also 
met and held discussions with qualified rep-

resentatives and experts of proper national 

Institutions and Departments as well as with 
several European and US research centres.  

 
Further info and presentations are available 

online at the following address: 
www.comitatoatlantico.it/forum2009. 

Website: http://www.comitatoatlantico.it/ 
Email: infocomitatoatlantico.it 
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The New Strategic Concept 
and enlargement issues 

discussed in Vilnius  

The international conference, ―NATO from Bu-

charest to Lisbon: The New Strategic Concept 
and Prospects of Ukraine‘s membership‖ was 

held in the Parliament of the Republic of 
Lithuania on the 2nd and 3rd of December, 

2009. The event was organized by the Lithua-

nian Atlantic Treaty Association (LATA) in co-
operation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
Lithuanian Parliament – Seimas. This confer-

ence was part of the project ―Information tour 
in Donetsk‖, which was organized with the In-

ternational Security Scientific Information Cen-

ter at Donetsk National University, as well as 
other partners. 

 
The main aim of the event was to discuss the 

process and current status of drafting the new 

Strategic Concept, the most important geopo-
litical interests of the Baltic States, as well as 

their input for this strategic document. The 
second day of the conference was focused on 

Ukraine and its process of Euro Atlantic inte-
gration, analyses of the experience of the Bal-

tic States, and possibilities to use some meas-

ures for successful Ukrainian integration. 
 

Mr. Audronius Aţubalis, the chairman of the 
committee on Foreign Affairs of Seimas 

(currently Lithuanian minister of Foreign Af-

fairs) presented the process of drafting the 
strategic document and most importantly,  

Lithuania‘s interests, during his opening re-
marks. Mr. Aţubalis had said, ―Our committee 

has recently prepared a paper and presented it 

to NATO‘s Secretary General. One of the main 
issues we addressed is the open doors policy – 

everything should depend on the decision and 
progress made by the country and its people. 

We have also mentioned that the political will 

on the issue of Ukraine‘s and Georgia‘s integra-

tion should not be forgotten after Bucharest 
and should be expressed more actively. Third 

parties cannot affect the choices made by inde-
pendent countries – this was also declared by 

NATO Parliamentary Assembly, which took 

place in Edinburgh last month.‖ 
 

Mr. Andrius Krivas, senior adviser at the Minis-
try of Defense, provided some interesting in-

sights regarding the Strategic Concept. Accord-
ing to Mr. Krivas, ―Our main priority is to reach 

for an effective balance between the core func-

tion – 5th article and principle of collective de-
fense – on one hand, and out of area opera-

tions on the other hand‖. Mr. Jonas Danili-
auskas, Head of Strategic and Transatlantic 

relations branch at MFA, also stressed that the 

core of the New Strategic Concept should be 
strengthening the transatlantic link, ensuring 

effective collective defense and the open door 
policy. 

 
The political situation in Ukraine and the pro-

gress of the country‘s Euro-Atlantic integration 

was presented by Mr. Egidijus Vareikis – mem-
ber of Seimas Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

former President of LATA and Ms. Ugnė 
Matulevičienė – First Secretary of Ukraine and 

Moldova affairs branch, MFA. Mr. Vareikis fo-

cused on history and geopolitics of Ukraine and 
Ms. Matulevičienė stressed the positive govern-

ment efforts and reforms. 
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The second day of the event was dedicated to 

review bilateral relations between Lithuania and 
Ukraine, the role of civil society in integration 

processes, to compare the cases of both coun-
tries and to analyze the problems that Ukraine 

faces in these fields. Mr. Julius Dautartas, Head 

of the inter-parliamentary relations with the 
Ukraine group at Seimas, started the pro-

gramme and provided his opening remarks. 
The programme also included speakers such as 

Mr. Valeriy Kravchenko – project coordinator of 
―Information tour in Donetsk‖, Mr. Audrius 

Skaistys – Honorable member of LATA, Mr. Ţy-

gimantas Pavilionis – Ambasador-at-Large, Mr. 
Adomas Davalga – Researcher at European 

Integration Study Centrer and other honorable 
speakers.  

 

The main aim of the ―Information tour in Do-

netsk‖ project was to organize information 
campaigns in eight cities in Eastern Ukraine: 

Mariuopol, Makijivka, Horlivka, Dimitrov and 
others. There were organized interactive semi-

nars consisting of lectures, discussions, and 

movie screenings. The project targeted local 
youth – students and school students, as well 

as academics and media representatives. 
 

 
 

 

 
Email: info@lata.lt 

Website: www.lata.lt 
 

 

The unique Aliante 2010 competition has begun 

There are a lot of one-time competitions about the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. But there is 

only one that is now in its tenth edition and spreads over more than ten NATO member and partner 
countries – Aliante. 

 
It all started in 2001 in the Czech Republic with the question of how to increase the awareness of 

NATO, its history, purpose and ideals among high school students. The answer was easy: by orga-

nizing a competition so that students will be motivated to learn themselves. The proof of its success 
is the increasing numbers of contestants seen every year.  

 
In its first year, already more than one thousand students participated. With every subsequent year, 

the number of involved countries and competitors grew. In 2008, over 5000 students from 12 coun-
tries tried their chances to win. Many of them return to compete each year until they reach the up-

per age limit. 

This year, Aliante was unfortunately affected by the 

economic crisis, so only 11 countries participated in the 
competition. However, with its spreading fame, it at-

tracts NATO partner countries more and more – after 
Ukraine and Georgia, Montenegro joined us for the first 

time. The other participating countries are the Czech 

Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, the Netherlands, 
Poland, Slovakia, and the United Kingdom. 
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And what makes Aliante so attractive? Its concept and rewards that the participants get are 

what makes the competition so popular. Aliante allows them to examine physical and psycho-
logical endurance in challenging conditions, meet people with similar interests from other coun-

tries, and experience an unforgettable holiday trip. And you don‘t have to be a winner to get 
your prize. 

 

In the first two rounds, you are rewarded with more knowledge and a deeper insight and un-
derstanding, which is useful during studies and advantageous in the university entrance exams. 

If successful in these rounds, participants move up to the international final, which is every year 
held at the base of the elite military unit. It is very physically and psychologically demanding, 

but is an unparalleled experience. This year, the organizer of the final was the Sachkhere Moun-
tain Training School in Georgia. After that, the excursion for the winners, who this time travelled  

through Poland and visited its military bases, was just icing on the cake. 

 
The international coordinator of the Aliante competition is Jagello 2000. The national coordina-

tors are usually ATA/YATA members in those countries or organizations that care for promoting 
Euro-Atlantic ideas.  

National partners include: 
 

Georgia New Generation—New Initiative 

Hungary Hungarian Atlantic Council 

Latvia Latvian Transatlantic Youth Club 

Lithuania Lithuanian Atlantic Treaty Association 

Montenegro  ALFA Centre 

Netherlands The Netherlands Atlantic Association 

Poland Euro-Atlantic Association 

Slovakia Euro-Atlantic Center 

Ukraine Youth Centre Atlantic Council of Ukraine 

The United Kingdom The Atlantic Council of the United Kingdom 



Transatlantic Strategic Forum: 

"New Strategic Concept for NATO" 

The Transatlantic Strategic Forum was a 
two-day expert round table organised by 
the Slovak Atlantic Commission which took 
place on November 13- 14, 2009 in Châ-
teau Béla in southern part of Slovakia. The 
main purpose of the event was to create 
space for discussion and exchange of views 
within the Slovak security community on the 
issue of NATO‘s new Strategic Concept.  
 
The aim of the organisers was to unify the 
attitudes of Slovak experts towards specific 
topics on the new Strategic Concept, which 

is currently in the development phase. The Slovak Republic, as a NATO member country, 
participated in the preparation of the Alliance’s Strategic Concept for the first 
time. It was in its own interest to come up to the global debate on the new Strategic Con-
cept with well considered ideas and to consequently shape the strategic ambit, also for its 
own benefit.  
 
For this purpose, it was essential to encourage intensive debate on specific issues with 
which the new Strategic Concept should deal with. More than 20 Slovak experts and 
decision-makers formulated conclusions from the Transatlantic Strategic Forum. These 
recommendations would serve as an example for the Slovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the Ministry of Defence for unification of the attitudes of Slovakia in the process of 
creation the new Strategic Concept of NATO. 
 

 
You can find recommendations to the New 
Strategic Concept of NATO at the Slovak 

Atlantic Commission‘s web page:  
www.ata-sac.org or www.nato.int. 
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http://www.ata-sac.org
http://www.nato.int
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Transatlantic Security Forum:  

―Where will Yanukovych  lead Ukraine?“  

Another session of the Transatlantic Security 
Forum series took place on 2nd March 2010 at 
Kafé Scherz in Bratislava. This time, the title 
was ―Where will Yanukovych lead Ukraine?― 
The event was organized by the Slovak Atlan-
tic Commission and the European Commission 
Representation in Slovakia. Presidential elec-
tions were just held a few weeks ago, so the 
current political situation in the country and its 
perspectives were under discussion. In a 
friendly and informal atmosphere in front of 
audience of about 50 people, the topic was 
discussed by Mr. Alexander Duleba – Director of the Research Centre of the SFPA, Mr. Vasil 
Grivna – Slovak Ambassador to Ukraine 1999-2005, now the Director General of the DG for 
Public Diplomacy and Services for Citizens of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak 
Republic and Mr. Jozef Majchrák, the .týţdeň magazine editor. The discussion was dynami-
cally hosted by Mr. Pavol Demeš from The German Marshall Fund of the U.S. 
 
The experts on Ukraine analyzed the reasons, consequences and results of the elections 
and compared the most important candidates. Afterwards, their opinions on the future of 
Ukraine‘s relations to the EU, NATO and Russia were presented. They highlighted the fact 
that the public opinion there evidently disapproves of accession to NATO, so it cannot be  
expected to happen in the near future. After being declared winner, Yanukovych went on 
record, saying he had no intention of joining the Alliance. The guests also agreed that 
Tymoshenko’s cabinet would have to resign (a motion of non-confidence in her 
government was actually passed on the following day) and she would cross over to the 
opposition. 

 
The last part of the evening was dedicated to a 
question and answer period with the audience. 
One of them was about Yanukovych‘s inaugura-
tion ceremony and Slovak representation. There 
had been a disagreement on whether it was 
adequate that neither Slovak president, nor 
Prime Minister were present. Unfortunately, 
many questions could not have been answered 
in the discussion, so Ukraine was discussed at a 
café afterwards. 
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On April 20th 2010, the Slovak Atlantic 
Commission will host the 5th annual 
GLOBSEC Bratislava Security 
Conference. GLOBSEC is the most 
important international security 
conference in Central Europe, taking 
place annually in Bratislava, gathering 
more than 250 guests: several Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs and Ministers of 
Defense of NATO and EU members 
states, decision- makers, opinion- 
makers, distinct analysts and journalists, 
both from the region and Euro- Atlantic 
area. 
 
Since 2005, the conference has become 
an international security forum for inter-
national political leaders, Slovak and for-
eign governmental and parliamentarian 
representatives, representatives of inter-
national and non-governmental organiza-
tions, the corporate sector and the me-
dia, to discuss solutions to key transat-
lantic and global security challenges in 
Central Europe. 

 

 
This year, the GLOBSEC Bratislava Secu-
rity Conference will focus on 2 key topics 
on the Euro- Atlantic Agenda: the proc-
ess of drafting the new NATO Strategic 
Concept, and the adoption of the Lisbon 
Treaty in December last year and its im-
plications for the future of the European 
Union. The 3nd panel will deal with pros-
pects of global security and power bal-
ance after the financial and economic 
crisis that the world has been facing 
nowadays. The 4th  Panel of the confer-
ence is called ―Afghanistan on the Cross-
road; Success or Victory?,‖ with its pri-
mary focus on the new strategies of the 
ISAF mission. At the very end of the one-
day conference, a Night- Owl Session 
with high- profile guests will be dedi-
cated to the discussion ―Quo Vadis 
Bosna.‖ 
 
For photo galleries, resumes of the 
speakers and programs of previous 
GLOBSEC conferences, please visit: 
http://globsec.org/. 
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PANEL 1: GLOBAL AMBITIONS OF POST-LISBON 

EUROPE: DREAMS OR REALITY? 
 

Last year, after a series of long-lasting political 
debates and focus on internal structural problems, 

the European Union has finally ratified the Lisbon 

Treaty. This vote has closed a difficult decade of 
arguing over the EU‘s internal organisation struc-

tures and functioning. The Lisbon Treaty definitely 
marks a significant benchmark, which creates insti-

tutional preconditions for enhancing the common 
foreign and security policies.  

 

The compromise document has established two 
new representative posts with key role in the 

sphere of the EU‘s foreign and security policy – the 
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Af-

fairs and Security Policy and that of the President 

of the European Council. The creation of these 
posts, currently held by Baroness Ashton and Her-

man van Rompuy, were designed to be the Union‘s 
answer to the famous question of Henry Kissinger: 

―Who should I call when I want to talk to Europe?‖ 
The structure is set; time has come to focus on the 

content. 

 
Given the different political positions of its member 

states, the European Union has often proved to be 
unable of reaching a joint position on major for-

eign policy and security issues; be it the Union‘s 

approach to Russia, energy issues, policy towards 
China or Middle East, or even its relations to the 

US. The lack of flexibility in EU cooperation was 
evident also in the context of humanitarian assis-

tance and rescue activities in the earthquake-hit 

Haiti. 
 

With the Treaty‘s entry into force, the Union aims 
to become a more relevant and flexible player in 

tackling problems and challenges beyond its fron-

tiers. Will the structures created by the Lisbon 

Treaty be fuelled by a united strategy, or will the 
EU´s foreign policy become only a bureaucratic 

foreign service without a clear content? Will it 
help for the rest of the world to recognize the EU 

as a relevant player? Will these changes make 

the European Union more readable and clear? 
And finally, are the Global Ambitions of Post-

Lisbon Europe dreams or reality? 
 

PANEL 2: AFGHANISTAN AT CROSSROADS: SUC-

CESS OR VICTORY? 

 

The International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF) in Afghanistan was, is and will remain the 

most important mission of NATO for years to 
come. Many consider ISAF to be a crucial test of 

transatlantic partnership — determining the 

credibility of the Alliance and its ability to face 
the security challenges of the 21st century. 

 
However, one must admit that the security and 

political situation in Afghanistan have deterio-
rated over the last year. The Taliban is getting 

stronger and the number of coalition casualties 

was the highest since 2001. The insurgency has 
significantly increased even in regions already 

controlled by the coalition forces. The Afghan 
national police and army are incapable of main-

taining the control over already safe regions. In 

addition, proofs of voting fraud in the last presi-
dential election have challenged the legitimacy 

and authority of resident Karzai‘s government. 
Despite the recent central Pakistani govern-

ment's military offensive in more or less inde-

pendent Pakistani tribal regions (which consti-
tuted a safe-haven for Taliban and al-Qaeda 

radicals after their expulsion from Afghanistan), 
cross-border insurgency also poses a core secu-

rity problem for Afghanistan and ISAF. 
 

GLOBSEC Panel Descriptions 
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Driven by these developments and as a reaction 

to General Stanley McChrystal, Commander of 
ISAF‘s report released late last year to call for 

more troops in Afghanistan, the Obama admini-
stration has announced a reviewed strategy in 

Afghanistan. The new approach calculates a sig-

nificant temporary boost of troop numbers and 
increased training activities of the Afghan army 

and police, in order to hasten the assumption of 
responsibility for security by the country‘s na-

tional security structures and allow the with-
drawal of international forces. Besides these 

goals, the necessity of strengthened civilian as-

sistance was adopted at the London Interna-
tional Conference on Afghanistan in January 

2010 as well. In accordance with this strategy, 
Slovakia, alongside other European countries, 

has announced a reinforcement of its troops in 

Afghanistan. On the other hand, there are in-
creasing attempts from the Afghan administra-

tion, quietly supported by the international coali-
tion, to negotiate with the Taliban and set up a 

political solution to end the long-lasting war. 
What are the prospects of president Karzai‘s ini-

tiative for reconciliation with the Taliban? What 

should be done to get Afghanistan right? How do 
we define the success or victory of the ISAF mis-

sion? What are the development forecasts in the 
―AF-PAK region‖? How do we define the exit 

strategy today? 

 
 

 
 

 

PANEL 3: WORLD AFTER THE CRISIS: CONSE-

QUENCES FOR GLOBAL SECURITY AND POWER 

BALANCE 
 

The beginning of this year shows the first signs 
of slow recovery of the U.S. and European 

economies, which may predict the end of the 

economic crisis. The consequences however, 
remain immense and long-lasting. The current 

crisis takes place in a multi-polar and globalized 
world that is more interdependent than ever be-

fore. Not only the crisis itself, but also its conse-

quences can be exported and may have a huge 
impact on the global economy. security, and the 

redistribution of power. The movement towards 
market liberalisation has suffered a serious blow 

and many governments responded with a new 
inclination for intervention, reregulation and 

state protectionism. As global trade and capital 

flows have declined, the process of globalization 
itself is negatively affected and the Western eco-

nomic model is increasingly questioned. In addit- 

ion, it is feared that the crisis might lead to more 

poverty, crime, disease, immigration and Third 
World military conflicts. 

 
 

 

 
 

This crisis has accelerated the relative decline of 
the ―western‖ global leadership which may have 

broader geopolitical consequences. According to 
Dennis Blair, director of the U. S. National Intelli-

gence, the economic decline has already pro-

duced ―low-level instability‖ in a quarter of the 
world, and the geopolitical implications of the 

crisis presents itself as a priority security concern 
of the United States. Indeed, the crisis may alter 

the current distribution of economic, political and 

military power in different regions, as well as in 
global scope. The world‘s three largest econo-

mies – the United States, the European Union 
and Japan, are weakened and face a long recov-

ery. Key commodity-centred nations, such as 
Iran and Russia, rose with the oil and resource 

boom and flexed their political muscles; now 

they are coming under severe economic pres-
sure. The crisis also seriously affected most na-

tions‘ capacity of action within the security 
sphere due to decreasing defence budgets. 

 

On the other hand, nations with isolated or less 
globally interconnected financial and economic 

systems have suffered less economic damage. 
One may consider China as a clear winner, since 

its economic growth has slowed down but is still 

at notably high rates in comparison to the de-
cline of Western countries. Moreover, thanks to 

China‘s massive financial reserves, its leadership 
is able to realize strategic global investments 

that other states cannot afford. Hand in hand 
with its economic growth, China is increasing its 

defence budget annually. In this context and 

given the current economic situation of other 
major global actors, the crisis may imply inter-

esting movements in world geopolitics. 

―The Taliban is getting stronger and the 
number of coalition casualties was the 

highest since 2001.‖ 

―...the European Union has often proved to 
be unable of reaching a joint position on 
major foreign policy and security issues...‖ 
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PANEL 4: THE NEW STRATEGIC CONCEPT OF 

NATO 
 

Since the fall of the Berlin Wall, NATO has un-
dergone substantial changes to adapt to the post

-Cold War era: the admission of 12 new mem-

bers, the creation of a number of partnerships 
(including the NATO-Russia Council, the NATO-

Ukraine Commission, the Partnership for Peace, 
the Istanbul Initiative, etc.), the active conduct 

of a number of operations (Bosnia, Kosovo, Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, Active Endeavour, Darfur) and 

the modernization of its armed forces. As Kurt 

Volker, former U. S. ambassador to NATO 
stated, each of these transformative steps were 

of vital importance for NATO‘s core mission of 
collective defence, but in a greatly different se-

curity environment. 

 
Given the dynamic changes of the security envi-

ronment over the last decade, NATO has 
reached a point where it needs a new key guid-

ing document. A Strategic Concept that will not 
only highlight the aim, purpose and legitimacy of 

the Alliance, but also re-assess the security chal-

lenges it faces and define the toolbox for an-
swering these challenges. Today, NATO needs to 

serve as the bedrock for European and North 
American security in a new world of non-

conventional asymmetric threats, most of which 

originate outside the transatlantic area.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

In order to accomplish the mission of self re-
identification, NATO allies agreed to start a proc-

ess of adopting a new Strategic Concept at the 

Strasbourg-Kehl Summit in April 2009. Moreover, 
the NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Ras-

mussen appointed a group of 12 experts under 
the chair of Dr. Madeleine Albright, representing 

a broad spectrum of large and small NATO mem-

bers to facilitate the process. Until now, the 
Group of Experts participated at four seminars 

on the new Strategic Concept and is expected to 
come up with their analysis and recommenda-

tions to the Secretary General in early April 
2010. 

 

In the course of the discussion on the new con-
cept, different approaches preferred by members  

have been identified so far. Some member  

―A Strategic Concept that will not only 
highlight the aims, purpose and legitimacy 
of the Alliance, but also re-assess the secu-
rity challenges it faces and define the tool-

box for answer these challenges.‖ 

states highlight the necessity to prepare for geo-

graphically unlimited out-of-area expeditionary 
operations tackling non-traditional security 

threats. On the other hand, some Eastern and 
Central European states driven by fear of Russia 

emphasize the continuing need for strengthening 

conventional forces and strategies of the Alliance 

aimed to secure the European area under Article 
5 of the Washington Treaty. The new document 

will also have to clarify the relationship with Rus-
sia, as well as other major actors, including in-

ternational organisations such as the EU and the 

UN. The new Strategic concept will have to ef-
fectively bridge these different visions of NATO‘s 

future into a single perspective that will ade-
quately satisfy the Allies and strengthen the 

transatlantic partnership. 

 
NIGHT OWL SESSION: QUO VADIS BOSNIA? 

 
After fifteen years of intensive international ef-

forts, Bosnia-Herzegovina, the ―prisoner of Day-

ton‖, is starting to fracture. In January, Milorad 
Dodik, Prime Minister of the Rebublika Srpska, 

one of Bosnia- Herzegovina‘s two constitutive 
entities, defied strong international warnings and 

promised to organize a referendum in order to 
reject the extension of mandates of international 

staff at the country‘s Special Department for War 

Crimes, as decided by the High Representative in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. In addition, Dodik stated 

that this plebiscite could be a pre-step in the 
long-standing ambitions of Bosnian Serb leaders 

to decide whether the RS should remain part of 

the Bosnian state or not.  
 

As a result of this initiative, the Bosnian Croats 
have renewed their calls to create a third entity, 

and the Bosniaks increased their efforts to domi-
nate the state-level institutions.   

 

Dodik‘s move towards a plebiscite intensified 
following the failure of the Butmir process of 
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MEDIA COVERAGE:  
The GLOBSEC conferences are creating in-

creased demand for foreign policy and security 
topics in the space of mass-media. Our complex 

media strategy, created by our PR team based 

on long-term experiences, includes daily commu-
nication with journalists, background briefings, 

interview inter-mediation, focused press release 
distribution and complex coverage of the confer-

ence topics by the conference‘s media partners. 
The expected media coverage includes special 

TV and radio debates. Furthermore, journalists 

will have full media service from the conference, 
including live-streaming, headlines, press re-

leases, photo and video feeds at the official me-
dia centre which will be installed in the confer-

ence premises. Based on the experiences from 

prior GLOBSEC conferences, we expect substan-
tial domestic and international media coverage 

of the conference. 
 

LIVE BROADCAST ON THE INTERNET: 
A live broadcast of the GLOBSEC conference will 

be available on the official website of the confer-

ence at www.globsec.org, as well as on the 
NATO website at www.nato.int.  

 
E X C L U S I V E  W E B  P A G E : 

WWW.GLOBSEC.ORG  

The official GLOBSEC web site provides video 
and photo archive, up-to-date information, fo-

rum, the latest agenda, session details, news 
feeds and special GLOBSEC publications and pol-

icy papers. After the conference, you will find the 

full transcripts and audio- and video-records of 
all panels. 

 
GLOBSEC GROUPS: 

Join the GLOBSEC groups on Facebook and You-

tube and watch videos, be informed, discuss and 
get involved on topical international affair and 

security policy issues! 

October 2009. Carl Bildt, as chief negotiator, of-

fered the leaders of the three ethnic groups a 
promise of EU membership under the condition 

of key constitutional changes that would exclude 
and effectively close the overarching interna-

tional presence of the OHR. Eventually, these 

negotiations failed due to the inability of the 
three leaders to reach the necessary compro-

mises. 
 

In the context of the October 2010 parliamentary 
and presidential elections, further radicalization 

of all three ethnic communities may very well 

lead to a deep crisis at the end of 2010, further 
delaying any prospects of joining the EU. The 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

situation is rendered even more difficult by the 
current global economic crisis and dwindling re-

mittances into the country. 

 
Today, the international community, led by the 

European Union and the U.S., must give Bosnia a 
strong guarantee that they country, united and 

decentralized, will survive and has a future within 

the context of the European Union's enlargement 
process. 

 

http://www.globsec.org
http://www.nato.int
http://WWW.GLOBSEC.ORG
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On February 4-5, 2010, the Armenian Atlantic Association (AAA), with the assistance of the Nor-

wegian Atlantic Committee (DNAK) organized a regional seminar entitled ―South Caucasus Youth Forum: 
New Strategic Concept of the Alliance – Do we have a Stake?‖. The seminar gave 50 young representa-

tives, as well as a number of experts from Armenia, Georgia, Russia, Turkey and Ukraine, a chance to 
participate and exchange knowledge and ideas on issues of global concern. The seminar took place in 

Yerevan, Armenia.  

The first day of the seminar was devoted to 
the New Strategic Concept of NATO and the 
tendencies of NATO‘s relations towards the 
South Caucasus region and NATO‘s long 
term role in the new security environment of 
the  XXI century. In order to have a global 
understanding of topics to discuss from dif-
ferent perspectives, the speeches were made 
not only by Armenians, but by experts and  
foreign representatives as well. Mr. Armen 
Yedigaryan, the Head of Arms Control and 
International Security Department of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Armenia, made 
a speech on NATO relations with Armenia 
from the beginning to today, and also gave 
some information on the directions of their 
future development. Mr. Yedigaryan also 
touched the issue of NATO relations towards 
the South Caucasus in general.  

 
Representatives of the NATO Information 
Center in Tbilisi made a speech on NATO 
relations with Georgia, their recent develop-
ments and possible future trends. They put a 
special emphasis on the possibility of future 
Georgian integration into Alliance as a full 
member. The representatives of YATA Russia 
 

made their speech on NATO-Russian rela-
tions, their current status and also discussed 
important issue that were of interest to the 
international society — namely the European 
Security Initiative of President Medvedev. 
The Question and Answer Session brought 
some disagreement among Russian and 
Georgian delegates with also some provoca-
tive questions addressed to both of them, 
after which a fruitful discussion on those is-
sues started.  

 
The Turkish representatives from Istanbul 
Aydın University discussed NATO relations 
with Turkey and their development. After 
that Mr. Tetvan Poghosyan, Executive Direc-
tor of the Armenian Atlantic Association pre-
sented Armenian point of view on NATO-
Turkish, as well as Armenian-Turkish rela-
tions, which opened the floor for another 
round of provocative and interesting ques-
tions, and in fact, turned into another very 
fruitful discussion of issues of mutual con-
cern. 

 
During the first day, besides the issues re- 
lated to NATO, several issues on the environ- 
 

Armenian Atlantic Association 

South Caucasus Youth Forum: New Strategic Concept of the  
Alliance – Do we have a Stake?  
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―The Question and Answer Session 
brought some disagreement among 

Russian and Georgian dele-
gates...after which a fruitful discus-

sion on those issues started.‖ 

ment and their relation to security concepts were 
also discussed. For this purpose, a number of Arme-
nian and foreign experts and officials were invited to 
present on these topics. First. Armenian experts 
made speeches related to Global Warming and the 
issues that arise from that process. Ms. Karine 
Danielyan, President of the Association ―For Sustain-
able Human Development‖ and Mr. Armen Martiro-
syan, representative of UNDP Armenia presented 
mainly on this topic. After that, Martiros Tsarukyan, 
Focal point for the Interparliamentary Panel Climate 
Change, described the main legal acts that exist in 
the field and focused on the Copenhagen Climate 
Change Conference and its impact and role in the 
field. The speakers also addressed environmental 
issues in Armenia. 

 
Ms. Marina Shvangiradze, Coordinator of the SNC 
preparation UNDP/GEF project in Georgia, made a 
speech on the environmental issues and the means 
of their solution in Georgia. In her speech, she con-
centrated on the ecosystem of Georgia and the is-
sues of pollution and contamination. Ms. Inna 
Datsiuk, Head of the student NGO ―Green Wave‖ 
from Ukraine presented how youth organizations 
impact the environmental issues in Ukraine and what 
their main field of specialization is. These two 
speeches made the picture of environmental policy 
in the region more complete. 

 
During the first day, participants also went on an 

Armenian Atlantic Association 

excursion to the Information Center of NATO in Yerevan. The head of the center, Mr. Ara Tade-
vosyan, made a speech for them describing the role of the center in NATO-Armenian relations 
and the development of these relations in general. All the participants received bilingual 
(Armenian-English) books on the major developments of NATO-Armenian relations during the 
last decades. 

 
The second day was devoted mainly to environmental 
issues. It contained a Simulation Game on the basis 
of Copenhagen Climate Change Conference, where 
young participants tried to solve the issues of climate 
change and environmental pollution, while acting  in 
the roles of heads of states and different ministers. 
They were distributed different materials which were 
published in various international magazines about 
the initial positions of the states before the confer-
ence. The delegations included the head of the state 
and two ministers dealing with foreign affairs and en-
vironmental issues. 
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Armenian Atlantic 

Association 

 

19 Sayat Nova str. (Ani 

Plaza, Business Floor) 

375001 Yerevan  

Republic of Armenia 

 

http://www.euro-

atlantic.am 

 

After presenting their initial positions, they got into tough discussions on core issues such as 
carbon emissions and pollution. The game press made the discussion even more conflictual by 
asking various provocative questions. The participants took their roles very seriously, which 
created a real atmosphere of an international conference with clashing interests of parties. Par-
ticipants took into deep consideration all the national, cultural and religious peculiarities of the 
countries they were representing and were defending their positions in the best manner.  
 
The game journalists prepared materials for the start of each session, with newspaper articles 
on the events of the previous day. They also conducted interviews with the representatives of 
different delegations, which would be collected and made into a magazine of the conference by 
the organizers, and will be sent to all the participants via e-mails.  

 
After long and tough discussions, two working groups were formed to discuss two main issues: 
how much carbon emissions to the atmosphere each country should cut, and how much each 
country should donate to the global environmental fund which will help the countries in need to 
overcome their environmental problems. As a result, two protocols were signed by the majority 
of the participants, namely ―Protocol on Carbon Emission Reduction‖ and ―Protocol on Global 
Environmental Fund,‖ by seven and eight countries out of twelve respectively. These protocols 
will also be distributed to the representatives via e-mails. 

 

In reality, the Armenian Press was very interested in the seminar and covered it widely. The 
press not only described the event, but several newspapers even interviewed nearly all the for-
eign and Armenian participant, as well as experts. Unfortunately the representatives of the 
Norwegian Atlantic Committee were not able to be present at the seminar. 

Armenian Atlantic Association 
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DAYS 2010 
  
 

The Danish Atlantic Treaty Association is this summer  
celebrating the 25th year with DAYS, the Danish Atlantic Youth 
Seminar, for young people interested in foreign and security 
politics. The planning of the event has just begun but we can 

now inform you that the main focus this year will be on  
security policy changes throughout the past 25 years and 

especially how we can understand security politics today. In 
order to highlight these aspects, we invite different experts to 
lecture on relevant security policy issues and to engage the 

participants in debates and discussions. 
  

As usual, DAYS will take place at Aalborg Air Base in  
Denmark from the 5th to the 11th of July and the price for 
participation will be 260 Euros. More information about the 

seminar as well as an invitation will follow.  
  

We look forward to another great seminar this summer. 
 
 

Best regards, 
  

Emma Hjernø 
Intern at DATA 

Contact information: Emma@atlant.dk 
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International Summer 
School Šipan 

During the last seven  years, Interna-
tional Summer School Šipan has gath-
ered more than 1400 speakers and  par-
ticipants from the following countries: 
Albania, Austria, Australia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Croatia, 
Czech Republic, Den-
mark, Dominican Re-
public, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, 
Iran, Italy, Kosovo, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Ma-
cedonia, Montenegro, 
Netherlands, Poland, 
Portugal, Russia, Slo-
vakia, Slovenia, Ser-
bia, Sweden, Turkey, 
Ukraine and USA; as 
well as representatives 
of various international 
organizations such as: 
NATO, EU, Atlantic 
Treaty Association – 
ATA, Council of 
Europe,  RACVIAC and 
relevant NGOs from 
the region.       
 
The aim of the Šipan 
International Summer 
School is to reflect 
upon and analyze the complexities pre-
sent in South East Europe, to provide a 
forum for exchange of thoughts and per-
ceptions between the members of 
younger generation, and to foster inde-
pendent approaches to these issues 
through workshops and case simulations, 
constantly seeking for new suggestions 
on how to solve the numerous and com-

plex problems of this part of Europe in a 
most efficient manner. 
On a small Mediterranean island, in a 
relaxed and informal atmosphere, young 
leaders are given the opportunity not 
only to contemplate on these issues to-

gether with lecturers 
from academic circles, 
international organiza-
tions, NGOs, but as well 
as with high ranking 
political officials and 
diplomats (president of 
state, ministers, ambas-
sadors, military lead-
ers). They also have 
the opportunity to meet 
their colleagues and es-
tablish professional and 
private contacts needed 
in their future profes-
sional development.  
 
The interest for these 
courses so far  bears 
witness to the fact that 
the Šipan summer 
school has found its 
place among the similar 
international summer 
schools. It has proven 

its value and reputation and that by en-
tering into its 7th year of existence, the 
summer school in Šipan is gaining on its 
institutional value. 
 

For more information, please contact:  

radovanvukadinovic@hotmail.com  

or sipanseminars@yahoo.com. 

Participants in 2004 (above)  
and 2006 (below) 

mailto:radovanvuksinovic@hotmail.com
mailto:sipanseminars@yahoo.com
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Atlantic Council of Ukraine 

The international Torch Rally of the Euro-Atlantic partnership 

from the 55th ATA GA in Kyiv to the 56th ATA GA in Tirana 

The 55th ATA GA in Kyiv last year confirmed the need for broader public international dis-
cussions of the current security agenda. In particular, a new NATO Strategic concept which 
was continued at the special events in Rome, Bucharest, Warsaw and other cities. Ukraine 
became the first and the only NATO non-member country where both individuals from offi-
cial and experts levels took an active part in those talks. 
 
As a part of the  ATA members‘ wider cooperation and representation  at the 56th ATA GA, 
we would like to invite neighboring and CEE countries to initiate jointly the Torch (of  Euro-
Atlantic information)  Tour devoted to this occasion which starts from Kyiv to Tirana aimed 
to increase awareness and support of the ATA mission and its current  agenda. We plan to 
conduct a series of events  along the way from Kiev to Tirana,  with the objective to in-
crease the discussions, awareness of local communities, understanding and cooperation 
within countries  as well as between ATA partners. We aim to promote Euro-Atlantic values 
in regions of Ukraine and  project partner countries on the way to Tirana to bring the col-
lective message and joint representative delegations with proposals.  
 
We plan to conduct a series of special events co-organized with our partners on the Torch 
way from Kiev to Tirana in autumn this year using the possible means of transportation 
which are available to meet its time schedule. Those special information events to be or-
ganized jointly with the partners will be based mainly at universities in the key regional 
centers. It can take different interactive forms including competitions, presentations, exhi-
bitions, disputes aiming to increase the understanding of the NATO - ATA related current 
security agenda. In particular, the new NSC, its public diplomacy and missions and  in par-
ticular, the NATO-Ukraine ANP implementation and NATO-Russia cooperation perspective.  
There will also be other topics included among the main topics related to the project dis-
cussion.  We highly appreciate if this Torch Tour could be supported and continued by the 
interested ATA sister-organizations at their countries territories aiming to promote our co-
operation and bilateral joint projects and bring the collective message and more represen-
tative delegations and proposals.  
 
In Ukraine, the project implementation will include: the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 
State Committee for television and radio broadcasting of Ukraine, Ukrainian Parliament 
Committee of European Integration, Ukraine - NATO Civic League with support of NATO 
Information and Documentation Centre and other invited international partners.  
 
We are looking forward to hearing your proposals and to discuss practical issue related to 
the project implementation and further cooperation.   
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School Competition “Safe Ukraine. Safe Europe. Safe World.”  

We pleased to inform our colleges that at the end of last year in Ukraine was held an-
nual all-Ukrainian school competition titled, ―Safe Ukraine. Safe Europe. Safe World.‖ 
It was organized by Atlantic Council of Ukraine  in the framework of Ukrainian-Polish 
partner initiative to promote security between the young generation and contribute to 
patriotic education of future leaders for better understanding the activities of interna-
tional organizations who are responsible for security in the world and especially 
stresses the role of Ukraine and Poland in international structures. 

 
The competition was held in all Ukrainian regions and were based on the knowledge 
of European values and security measures obtained by pupils during the study proc-
ess. They were proposed to submit their own visions about problems of international 
security and examples of cooperation in terms of  the NATO-Ukraine Action Plan. 

 
Our finalists were interested in cooperating for further annual projects with other ATA 
members to fulfill our educational mission due to the present interest of our teachers 
to master skills in security training for their pupils. 
 
The Atlantic Council of Ukraine will appreciate any opportunities and are open for new 
proposals aimed to launch new partner projects due to the extensive agenda of prob-
lematic questions in the Euro-Atlantic community. 

For more information on the Atlantic Council of 
Ukraine, please contact: acu2003@ukr.net. 

 

Quartier Prince Albert 

Rue des Petits Carmes, 20 

B-1000 Bruxelles 

 

Tel: +32 2 502 31 60 

Fax: +32 2 502 48 77 

info@ata-sec.org 

mailto:info@ata-sec.org

