
Greeting from Dr. Karl A. Lamers MP,

President of the Atlantic Treaty Association (ATA)

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentleman,

welcome to the wonderful city of Budapest. As President of the Atlantic
Treaty Associatlon (ATA) it means a special honour for me to send you a
short greeting on the occasion of your highly interesting conference on
"Creating a sphere of security in wider Central Europe: sharing the V4
know-how in cooperation on security with the neighbouring regions".

With the foundation of the Vlsegrad Group in February 1991 , a unique
organization was established. ln my opinion, 19 years of existence of the
Group means 19 years of successful work for peace, security and
stability - not only in its four member countries, but in the whole region. lt
means 19 years of convincing engagement and great efforts for
European integration as well as transatlantic partnership.

With the accession to NATO and the European Unlon in 1999 and2004,
the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia finally overcame the
artiflcial dividing lines in Europe. Only ten years after the end of the Cold
War and the dissolve of the Warsaw Pact, former opponents became
friends. Today you al! are an effective, pro-active and highly valued
partner and contributor to internatlonal security.



As President of the Atlantic Treaty Association I am very proud that the
Atlantic Councils in the Czech Republic, in Hungary, in Poland and
Slovakia have not only accompanied their countries in this process, they
have rather played a major role in that success-story! They have
provided a forum for discussion, promoted debates and informed the
public about security and defence policy. And, not to forget, you all have
made a huge contribution to the work of the Atlantic Treaty Association
stren gthen i n g reliable tra nsatlantic relatio ns.

As we can see, this success-story was made possible only through
mutual support and cooperation, based on common values and common
roots. Your countries can be seen as pioneers for democracy and human
rights in Central and Eastern Europe. Even more, with this history and
experience, you have the great possibility to support your nelghbouring
regions in maintaining peace and security and further cooperation. Thank
you very much for your convincing work!

Ladies and Gentleman,

The vislon of a world in peace, freedom and security, this is the vision of
all of us. I am proud that we all together belong to the same community
of peace and freedom.
Your common history shows us how important it is to work together and
to stand together. Let us stand together in the Íuture as well: With mutua!
respect, with mutual trust and in friendship - that is how we will face all
challenges.

I wish you an interesting and fruitful conference with inspiring
discusslons.

Best regards,

Yours

4A*ur tu
Dr. Karl A. Lamers

President of the Atlantic Treaty Association


