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I N V I T A T I O N 

 
The Institute for Foreign Affairs and Trade in cooperation with the State Secretariat for 

European Union Affairs of the Prime Minister’s Office have the pleasure to invite you the event 

titled 

STRONGER TOGETHER 

MAPPING THE NEW PATH FOR THE EUROPEAN UNION 

Third session 

„CAN TRADE PREVENT WAR?” – ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE EUROPEAN 

INTEGRATION PROCESS 60 YEARS ON  

Roundtable discussion features 

KARLIS BUKOVSKIS, Deputy-Director, Latvian Institute of International Affairs (LIIA),Latvia 

DR. ARNOLD KAMMEL, Director of Austrian Institute for European and Security Policy (AIES), 

Austria 

DR. ALEXANDER MATTELAER, Director, European Affairs Program at Royal Institute for 

International Relations (Egmont), Belgium 

Moderated by DR. GERGELY ROMSICS, Senior Research Fellow, Institute for Foreign Affairs and 

Trade (IFAT), Hungary 

to be held on  
21 March (Tuesday) at 2.00 p.m. 

 
at the Institute for Foreign Affairs and Trade, 

13-15. Bérc Street, Budapest 1016 
 

 
The event is public but registration is required. 

Please register until 10 a.m. on 20 March this hyperlink: 
https://goo.gl/forms/ei2YVTzjLtLVafyi2 

 
The discussion will be held in English. 
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„CAN TRADE PREVENT WAR?” – ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE 

EUROPEAN INTEGRATION PROCESS 60 YEARS ON  

 

 

The European Union is facing unprecedented challenges nowadays as the leaders of 

the Member States are trying to chart a consensual way forward. Stronger together – 

mapping a new path for the European Union brings together for the most 

authoritative speakers on this topic who have unparalleled insights into the inner 

working of the ongoing debate on our common future and the role of Visegrad 4 in 

it. You are invited to the third session of a series of events, titled of “Can trade 

prevent war? –  Achievements of the European Integration Process 60 Years On”. 

The „Founding Fathers” of the European integration used economic cooperation 

among the European nations as a tool to avoid further wars and promote European 

competitiveness. The 60th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome provides a great 

opportunity to assess the successes and failures of the integration process. Could the 

Single Market ever been fully implemented? Has the Treaty of Schengen failed? 

Could the free movement of people be guaranteed while at the same time we have 

to preserve the EU’s external border? Is a free trade agreement sufficient to keep the 

continent safe or do we need the deeper integration among the nations of Europe? 

This roundtable discussion aims to find answers to these and other questions besides 

evaluating the 60 years of the Treaty of Rome, with speakers from Member States 

who have joined the integration at a very different period of time. 
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KARLIS BUKOVSKIS is the Deputy 

Director and a 
researcher at the 
Latvian Institute of 
International Affairs 
(LIIA), the author of 
numerous articles, and 
the scientific editor of 
several books. 
Bukovskis is also a 

lecturer on global political economy, 
international financial system and the EU 
integration at Riga Graduate School of Law 
and Riga Stradins University. He acquired 
master’s degrees from the University of Latvia 
and the University of Helsinki, and currently is 
a PhD candidate. Bukovskis has dealt with 
European Union institutional, political and 
economic developments while serving at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Latvia, the 
Secretariat of the Latvian Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union. 
 
ALEXANDER MATTELAER is the 
director of the European Affairs programme at 

Egmont – the Royal 
Institute for International 
Relations – and an 
assistant professor at the 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel. 
His research interests 
include the politics of 

European integration, the Brexit negotiation 
process, defence policy and NATO, and the 
ongoing redefinition of state sovereignty. He is 
also 
a visiting professor at the College of Europe in 
Bruges and a senior editor of the online 
magazine European Geostrategy. Earlier he 
was the Assistant Director at the Institute for 
European Studies as well as a Fulbright 
Schuman fellow at Harvard University and at 
the National Defense University. 

 

ARNOLD KAMMEL is the director of 

Austrian Institute for 

European and Security 

Policy (AIES), Austria. 

He studied Law and 

Political Science in Graz, 

Vienna and Alcalá de 

Henares (Madrid) and  

holds a Doctor of Law 
degree of the University of Graz. He obtained 
a Master of Arts in Business from the 
University of Applied Sciences in Eisenstadt. 
In 2004 Arnold Kammel became a research 
fellow at the Austrian Institute for European 
and Security Policy (AIES). From 2007-2014, 
Arnold Kammel served as the Secretary 
General of the AIES. Since 2015, he has been 
Director of the AIES. He teaches regularly on 
European and security topics at the University 
of Applied Sciences in Eisenstadt as well as the 
Theresan Military Academy in Wiener 
Neustadt. 
GERGELY ROMSICS is a Senior Research 
Fellow of Institute for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade. He majored in 
History, English and 
International Relations at  
Eötvös Loránd University, 
Budapest and at Central 
European University. He 
submitted his doctoral 
dissertation in the field of 
modern international history. His primary field 
of research is the history of (international) 
political thought, having authored several 
monographs, as well as participating in both 
domestic and international research 
collaborations. As a foreign policy researcher, 
he has contributed chiefly to discussions of US 
foreign policy, the transatlantic relationship, as 
well as Eastern and low-politics aspects of EU 
external relations.  

 


